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1. [bookmark: _TOC_250023]Overview
1.1. [bookmark: _TOC_250022]Intent
At Leicester Islamic Academy (LIA), our holistic curriculum is focused on good character development that results in pupils contributing fully to society by sharing British values is harmony with their Islamic faith.
At LIA we care about the whole child, their educational achievement as well as their development as a person so that they leave us being able to contribute to those within their immediate community and the wider society. This policy reflects the requirements for academies to provide a broad and balanced curriculum as per the National Curriculum programmes of study which the school has chosen to follow.
In addition, this policy acknowledges the requirements for promoting the learning and development of children set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) statutory framework.
The school’s motto, mission and values underpin the curriculum.
Motto – ‘Excellence Everyday’
The Mission
At LIA we strive for excellence in all areas of academic and spiritual development. Through education and enabling and empowering young people, we are growing the leaders of tomorrow in our school today. We endeavor to provide a journey that fosters faith in the hearts and minds of our pupils, staff, parents and school community.
Values
The values that underpin our philosophy and mission are also simple and are derived from our Islamic heritage, which deal with the condition and importance of the heart and place it at the core of the human being.
This development of excellence, ambition, drive, passion and character all stem from the heart and is central to our ethos and forms the foundation of our trust. These values are synonymous with the human values that make up the fabric of our society today and will last long into the future.
HONESTY	We need to be honest with each other no matter how difficult it is
EQUALITY	We are clear that diversity is a strength and together anything can be achieved
ASPIRATION	We strive to be ‘Excellent Everyday’ in how we treat each other within our school, home and wider community and in our commitment to all aspects of our daily school life
RESILIENCE	We show respect to all people in our school family and those in wider society who are different to us
THANKFULNESS	We remember to be thankful for all that we have, as we know all of the good things in our life are gifts from our Creator.
There is a saying of the Prophet Muhammed (Peace be upon him) that, “In the body there is a lump of flesh; if it is sound, the whole body is sound, and if it is corrupt, the whole body is corrupt, and behold, it is the HEART.”
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Therefore, at LIA we focus on the holistic character development of a child, with a clearly defined set of school values that underpin our curriculum intent.
1.2. [bookmark: _TOC_250021]Implementation
The school delivers the National Curriculum of England, and this is supplemented and enriched through our coverage of Islamic education.
There is a broad and balanced curriculum that allows children to learn and develop skills through a variety of methods including; visits to places of interest, workshops/ assemblies led by external speakers, drama, art, speaking/ listening opportunities and physical education. The learning is enhanced through ‘Learning Experience weeks that occur twice a year. A theme is adopted and a range of methods are used to deepen learning both in and out of the classroom.
Pupils learning and progress is tracked and monitored through half termly assessments, this informs where and when interventions are needed to support the closing of any knowledge and understanding gaps. Parents are given formal feedback on their child’s progress twice a year through written reports. Working in partnerships with parents is vital for every child’s successful learning journey. Pupils sit the national SATs exams at the end of key stage 1 and key stage 2.
1.3. [bookmark: _TOC_250020]Impact
LIA pupils leave the school as independent, confident and resilient learners who are well prepared for their secondary phase of education. They have a firm knowledge of the core and foundation subjects.
Our pupils understand how to interact well with others and show compassion and care towards all people regardless of race, religion or ethnicity. Their Islamic faith helps to guide them to make good moral choices in terms of their behaviour and actions.
2. [bookmark: _TOC_250019]Aims and Objectives
Our curriculum aims to:
· Provide a broad and balanced education for all pupils
· Enable pupils to develop knowledge, understand concepts and acquire skills, and be able to choose and apply these in relevant situations
· Support pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
· Support pupils’ physical development and responsibility for their own health, and enable them to be active
· Promote a positive attitude towards learning
· Ensure equal access to learning, with high expectations for every pupil and appropriate levels of challenge and support
· Promote the learning and development of all our children and ensure they are ready for transition to Key Stage 3.
3. Subject Intents
3.1. [bookmark: _TOC_250018]EYFS
At LIA we greatly value the important role the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) plays in laying secure foundations for future learning and development of children. All children begin school with a variety of experiences and learning.

In the EYFS, opportunities are created to build upon that prior learning and experience as well as to provide children with a rich learning environment where they will learn and develop skills for their future. This is done through a holistic approach to learning, where parents and teachers work effectively together to support children's learning and development. Islamic ethos and values are at the core of learning within the EYFS. Each child is valued as an individual. The curriculum is delivered to all children catering to their individual needs.

3.2. [bookmark: _TOC_250017]English
Communication is central to learning across all areas of the curriculum. Understanding English language provides access to the whole curriculum and through being taught to listen and speak, read and write, pupils learn to communicate their ideas and emotions. This enables them to express their thoughts more fluently, accurately and ultimately, to their greater satisfaction. It helps pupils’ learning to be coherent and progressive and also prepares them to deal more successfully with other curriculum subjects, while enriching their lives beyond school. It opens doors for them to develop culturally, spiritually, emotionally and socially, finally equipping them with the skills to become lifelong learners.
3.3. [bookmark: _TOC_250016]Mathematics
Mathematics equips pupils with the uniquely powerful set of tools to understand and change the world. It is a whole network of concepts and relationships which provide a way of viewing and making sense of the world around us. These tools include logical reasoning, problem solving skills and the ability to think in abstract ways. Mathematics is important in everyday life; it is used to analyse and communicate information and ideas and to tackle a range of practical tasks and real- life problems. As it is an integral part of our daily lives, we endeavour to ensure that children develop a healthy and enthusiastic attitude towards mathematics that will stay with them.
3.4. [bookmark: _TOC_250015]Science
At LIA, the main aspects of science to be studied will be determined by the programmes of study of the National Curriculum 2014. It is our intention to enable children to develop the intellectual and practical skills which will allow them to explore and investigate the world of science and develop a fuller understanding of science phenomena, the nature of the theories explaining these and the procedures of scientific investigation. They will achieve this through activities that require a progressively more systematic and quantified approach which develops and draws upon an increased knowledge and understanding of science.

3.5. [bookmark: _TOC_250014]PSHE
Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHE) enables children with essential skills to become healthy, secure, independent and responsible members of their community and the wider society. We aim to develop the whole child through carefully planned and resourced lessons that develop the knowledge, skills and attributes children need to protect and enhance their wellbeing.
Through these lessons, children will learn how to stay safe and healthy, build and maintain successful relationships and become active citizens, responsibly participating in society around them. Children will also learn how to deal with choices and risks, and to meet the challenges that life may present, including the use of social media and the internet and the risk of online radicalisation (refer to E- Safety Policy). A successful PSHE curriculum is a vital tool in preparing children for life in society now and in the future. Lessons in this scheme of work have their foundation in seeing each and

everybody’s value in society, from appreciation of others in units such as British Values, to promoting strong and positive views of self in Think Positive and Be Yourself. PSHE and Citizenship units aim to cover a wide range of the social and emotional aspects of learning, enabling children to develop their identity and self-esteem as active, confident citizens. Consequently, keeping in line with the ethos of encouraging Muslims to be proactive and engage with the wider society for the common good of all humanity alongside the HEART values of the school.
· Honesty
· Equality
· Aspiration
· Resilience
· Thankfulness
The themes and topics support spiritual, moral, social and cultural development and provide children with protective teaching on essential safeguarding issues, developing the knowledge of when and how children can ask for help.
3.6. [bookmark: _TOC_250013]Religious Education (RE)
Religious Education is an important element in the broad and balanced curriculum we aim to provide at Leicester Islamic Academy. Through our RE curriculum we provide opportunities to develop children’s knowledge and understanding of world religions and reflect on the deeper questions of life. The aims of religious education are:
· To develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Islam and other religions and consider
how faith impacts on their life and the lives of others.
· To encourage children to ask and reflect on challenging questions
· To provide opportunities for personal reflection where children can explore their own beliefs (not necessarily religious)
· To encourage children to appreciate and respect the different cultures today
· To support pupils spiritual, moral, social and cultural development by encouraging self- awareness and self-respect
3.7. [bookmark: _TOC_250012]Art
At LIA, we believe that art is a crucial and fundamental part of children’s education. Art allows children to be a part of a range of opportunities in which they can share and express their individual creativity. It further enables them to make links with a wide spectrum of various kinds of Art in our society. Art plays a significant role towards the personal development of children in various areas such as creativity, self-reflection, and independence. It allows children to form a natural sense of curiosity and wonder about the world around them. Our aim is to ensure children develop expertise in painting, drawing, and sketching, forming sculptures and models as well as identifying colour and shade. This will also enable children to appreciate art, develop compassion and thorough awareness of art and design.

Moreover, the art curriculum will expand children’s understandings of many cultural heritages including their own by being educated about a varied range of male and female artists and designers throughout history. Children will be effectively taught through an engaging curriculum, over a sequence of lessons, allowing them to reach their full potential and build their knowledge of the visual elements of art including 3D form, tone, line, pattern, shape, and texture.

3.8. Design and Technology (D&T)
At LIA we aim to fulfil the requirement of the National Curriculum for Design and Technology. Providing the children with a broad and balanced curriculum with opportunities, responsibilities and experiences to develop their creativity and imagination. Our curriculum ensures the progressive development of knowledge, practical skill and understanding. Children will learn to take risks, become resourceful, inspired through evaluation of past and present design and technology and within a variety of contexts. Where possible we aim to provide cross -curricular links with other subjects such as Mathematics, Science, ICT and Art.

3.9. [bookmark: _TOC_250011]Computing
At LIA, we deliver a high-quality Computing curriculum which is designed to enable learners to use computational thinking and creativity within a rapid changing digital world. Knowledge and understanding of ICT is of increasing importance for our pupil’s future both at home and for employment. Our Computing curriculum focuses on a progression of skills which we thrive for children to achieve by the end of Year 6 in order for them to be digitally literate. Our progression map shows that the aspects and strands within those are revisited repeatedly through a range of themes during pupils’ time in school to ensure the learning is embedded and skills are developed over the years. Our intention supports the development of learning across key stages and subjects, ensuring a solid grounding for future learning and beyond.

3.10. [bookmark: _TOC_250010]Humanities
At LIA, we believe through the teaching of Humanities, following the programme of study outlined in the National Curriculum 2014, that we can engage children in the world around them, both locally and globally. It is our intention to enable children to develop transferable investigatory and practical problem-solving skills which will allow them to discover history and investigate geography and develop a deeper understanding of significant historical events and how they have impacted our lives and appreciate and understand the diversity of the natural and human world they live in. Our Humanities curriculum focuses on a progression of skills which we thrive for children to achieve by the end of Year 6 in order. Our progression map shows that the aspects and strands within those are revisited repeatedly through a range of themes during pupils’ time in school to ensure the learning is embedded and skills are developed over the years.

3.11. [bookmark: _TOC_250009]Physical Education (PE)
At LIA, we recognise the vital contribution of Physical Education to a child’s physical, cognitive, social and emotional development as well as the role it can play in a child’s spiritual, moral and cultural development.
We aim to provide a broad and balanced P.E. curriculum which is intended to develop children’s increasing self-confidence in their ability to manage themselves and their bodies within a variety of movement situations. Through a balance of individual, paired and group activities, we aim to cater for the different strengths, needs and preferences of each child, using differentiated activities where appropriate.
We believe that through the variety of opportunities that PE offers, all children can develop a sense of personal achievement, fair play, teamwork and an understanding of the ways in which sport can transcend social and cultural boundaries. We plan a range of activities that aim to provide children with a broad base of movement knowledge, skills and understanding, which they can refine and expand throughout their primary school years. All children are encouraged to join clubs and extend their interest and involvement in sport. We encourage children to develop their creative and expressive abilities, through improvisation and problem-solving. Children are taught to appreciate

the importance of a healthy and fit body, and begin to understand those factors which affect health and fitness.
3.12. [bookmark: _TOC_250008]Languages
At LIA, we believe that the learning of a language provides a valuable educational, social and cultural experience for our pupils. It helps them to develop communication skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing, with the aim of making substantial progress in one language. We believe that learning another language gives children a new and broader perspective of the world, encouraging them to understand their own cultures and those of others. We are committed to ensure that competence in another language enables children to interpret, create and exchange meaning within and across cultures. In addition, children’s knowledge of how language works will be developed to lay the foundations for further opportunities.
We offer a carefully planned sequence of lessons, ensuring progressive coverage of the skills required by the national curriculum. In EYFS and KS1, children acquire basic skills and understanding of Arabic with a strong emphasis placed on developing their listening and speaking skills. These will be embedded and further developed in KS2, alongside reading and writing, gradually progressing onto more complex language concepts and greater learner autonomy.
We intend to inspire pupils to develop a love of languages and to expand their horizons to other countries, cultures and people. We aim to help children grow into curious, confident and reflective language learners and to provide them with a foundation that will equip them for further language studies.
3.13. [bookmark: _TOC_250007]Islamic Studies
The Islamic Studies lessons have been designed to equip pupils with the spiritual dimension of becoming confident learners and well-rounded citizens. The beautiful teachings of Islam on the social and moral aspects of the community are taught to pupils which enable to them to become outstanding role models and positive contributors to the community. We aim to develop the whole Muslim British child through carefully planned and resourced lessons that develop the knowledge, skills and attributes children need to protect and enhance their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.
The practical life of a Muslim will be taught through the fiqh (Islamic law) lessons, which will enable them to worship as Muslims. Character building, morals, leadership skills, and communal and economic responsibilities will be taught through seerah (the life of the Prophet) and hadith (the sayings of the Prophet). Critical thinking will be taught through the aqeedah (creed) lessons.
Through these lessons, children will grow up to become caring, considerate, and moral members of the community, with a deep understanding of their religion. A successful spiritually orientated, yet critically taught, curriculum is vital for the growth of the children; thereby allowing them to make the right decisions which are in line with the Islamic ethos and British values.
4. Roles and Responsibilities
4.1. [bookmark: _TOC_250006]Governing Board
The governing board will monitor the effectiveness of this policy and hold the headteacher to account for its implementation.
The governing board will also ensure that:
· A robust framework is in place for setting curriculum priorities and aspirational targets

· Enough teaching time is provided for pupils to cover the National Curriculum and other statutory requirements
· Islamic education provides a moral dimension to the spiritual, moral and social development of every child

4.2. [bookmark: _TOC_250005]Headteacher
The headteacher is responsible for ensuring that this policy is adhered to, and that:
· All required elements of the curriculum, and those subjects which the school chooses to offer, have aims and objectives which reflect the aims of the school and indicate how the needs of individual pupils will be met
· The amount of time provided for teaching the required elements of the curriculum is adequate and is reviewed by the governing board
· They manage requests to withdraw children from curriculum subjects, where appropriate
· The school’s procedures for assessment meet all legal requirements
· The governing board is fully involved in decision-making processes that relate to the breadth and balance of the curriculum
· The governing board is advised on whole-school targets in order to make informed decisions
· Proper provision is in place for pupils with different abilities and needs, including children with SEN
4.3. [bookmark: _TOC_250004]Other Staff
The following staff will ensure that the school curriculum is implemented in accordance with this policy.

	Curriculum Area Responsibility

	EYFS LEADER
	ENGLISH

	MATHS/ ASSESSMENT
	SCIENCE

	RE/ ARABIC
	PSHE

	HUMANITIES- History/Geography
	PE


5. Organisation and Planning
· Our curriculum approach is thematic. The timetable is blocked into 4 lessons per day, with a session a start of every day for Tarbiyyah i.e. Islamic moral guidance.
· Our curriculum suits local needs - We deliver the National Curriculum and in addition to this we deliver Islamic education and world religions as part of our RE lessons. Our Islamic ethos and British values permeate through all aspects of our curriculum delivery. Pupils are taught the core and foundation subjects. We have specialist teachers who deliver; MFL- Arabic, Religious Education and PE.
· We deliver the curriculum thorough a variety of visual, auditory and kinaesthetic strategies. We have a rich range of resources that enhance our teaching and use educational visits and external speakers to bring the learning to life. We have ‘Learning Experience Weeks’ twice a

year, the timetable is partially collapsed and a range of experiential learning activities further enhance the delivery of the curriculum.
· All planning is divided into short, medium- and long-term planning to meet the national expectations. The curriculum is taught according to the subject specific policy intents that have been shared. Please refer to the policies listed in section ‘7’ for a list of policy links.
· The spiritual and moral development of every child is of paramount importance to us; therefore, a holistic approach has been developed as described in the PSHE policy. This policy embodies our approach to British values and Sex and Relationships
See our EYFS policy for information on how our early years curriculum is delivered.
6. [bookmark: _TOC_250003]Equal Opportunities
All children have equal access to the full curriculum and its associated practical activities. The staff at LIA are responsible for ensuring that all children, irrespective of gender, learning ability, physical disability, ethnicity and social circumstances, have access to the whole curriculum and make the greatest possible progress. Where appropriate, work will be adapted to meet pupils’ needs and, if appropriate, extra support given. More able pupils will be given suitably challenging activities. Gender and cultural differences will be reflected positively in the teaching materials used.
7. [bookmark: _TOC_250002]Inclusion
Teachers set high expectations for all pupils. They will use appropriate assessment to set ambitious targets and plan challenging work for all groups, including:
· More able pupils
· Pupils with low prior attainment
· Pupils with SEN
· Pupils with English as an additional language (EAL)
Teachers will plan lessons so that pupils with SEN and/or disabilities can study every National Curriculum subject, wherever possible, and ensure that there are no barriers to every pupil achieving.
Teachers will also take account of the needs of pupils whose first language is not English. Lessons will be planned so that teaching opportunities help pupils to develop their English, and to support pupils to take part in all subjects.
8. [bookmark: _TOC_250001]Health and Safety
Where necessary, Class Teachers and Teaching Assistants will check equipment regularly and report any damage, taking defective equipment out of action. Teachers must ensure that health and safety guidelines are observed at all times throughout the curriculum delivery, by teaching pupils how to use tools and equipment safety during practical activities.
9. [bookmark: _TOC_250000]Monitoring Arrangements
Senior Leaders and Subject Leads monitor the way their subject is taught through; lesson planning scrutinies, learning walks, book scrutinies, and lesson observations.
Subject Leaders also have a responsibility for monitoring the way in which resources are stored and managed.

This policy will be reviewed every year by the Headteacher. At every review, the policy will be shared with the full governing board for ratification.
10. Links with Other Polices
This policy links with our:
· SEND Policy
· Equal Opportunities Policy
· Health & Safety Policy
· Assessment Policy
· Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Policy
· English Policy
· Mathematics Policy
· Science Policy
· Art & D&T Policy
· PSHE Policy
· Religious Education (RE) Policy
· Humanities Policy
· Computing Policy
· Physical Education (PE) Policy
· Languages Policy

Homework Policy
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1. Introduction
In order that our pupils can attain the highest standard (spiritual, moral, social, cultural and academic), we recognise the crucial importance of an active educational partnership between home and school. Homework is just one of the ways in which we seek to foster this partnership. Homework encompasses a whole variety of activities instigated by teachers and parents to support children’s learning.

2. Aims
Regular, well planned homework can:
· Encourage children to develop organisational skills and self- discipline
· Bridge the gap between home and school to provide parents and carers with direct involvement in their learning
· Develop children’s independent learning skills
· enable pupils to make maximum progress in their academic and social development
· Encourage skills and attitudes which help children improve their educational performance
· Help parents gain insight into their child’s schoolwork and promote partnership between
home and school.
· Provide opportunities for individualised work and develop skills of independent learning
· Offer access to resources not found in school (public libraries, local museums etc.)
· Consolidate and reinforce learning done in school and assist in preparation for future class work.
· Provide a context for pupil/parent interaction
3. What is Homework
Homework should not be a chore, but children should see it as an extension of their schoolwork. There may be occasions when some tasks are more challenging or difficult than usual as homework plays a positive role in raising a child’s level of attainment. We also acknowledge the important role of play and free time in a child’s growth and development.
We see homework as encompassing a wide range of possibilities. The following list gives just a few examples:
· reading with a parent
· a family visit to a local museum
· finishing off work from the class
· undertaking individual research for a project at the local library
· learning number facts ( tables )
· literacy activities both written and verbal
· being an active member of a sports club or youth organisation
· going swimming
It can be seen from this list that homework can be a two way process. Teachers may ask for tasks to be done at home, but are delighted to learn about children’s success in other aspects of their lives and will seek to recognise this in school
4. Homework at our School
Whilst we support all of the above key principles, LIA Primary School is not a school at which homework dominates home and school life. We accept that not every activity will capture children and parents’ imagination and that weekends can sometimes be busy.

We believe that homework should be enjoyable and manageable for all concerned and that if it becomes a chore/burden/source of conflict it ceases to be a constructive aspect of teaching and learning.
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We do not specify amounts of time that must be spent on a task, preferring individual children and families to set their own routines. Individual teachers are happy to give advice. We hope the children are motivated by positive incentives and by the tasks themselves.
Children are not punished if they fail to complete the work. However discreet homework registers are kept and if a child consistently fails to complete and return tasks, this is discussed with the child and their parents.

When teachers set homework, they will ensure that:
· It is always clearly related to current areas of study within the classroom
· The task is made clear to children and matched to their abilities, especially for those pupils with special educational needs
· In KS1 and KS2, it is supported by homework diary in which children and parents can note success and record any problems encountered
· Work is marked as promptly as possible
· Problems or difficulties encountered by children are dealt with swiftly
· Regular completion of homework of a high standard is recognised and celebrated.
· The impact of homework upon the standards of children’s attainment is monitored and
included in the report to parents
· Opportunities for the regular, formal evaluation of homework are provided for teachers, parents and children as part of the on-going consultation arrangements

5. Types and Amount of Homework
We increase the amount of homework that we give the children as they move through the school. Foundation stage – Nursery & Reception:

· Phonics
· Maths & Literacy weekly in Busy Bee Book
Key Stage One:
· Spelling books (returned weekly)
· Weekly Reading Years 3 and 4:
· Spelling books (returned weekly)
· Weekly Reading

Years 5 and 6:
· Spelling books (returned weekly)
· Weekly Reading
· 
Weekly Reading



· Literacy, Maths and other curriculum subjects work weekly


· Range of Literacy, Maths or other curriculum subjects work – three times a week


· Literacy, Maths and other curriculum subjects work – three times a week

Children in year 6 may be given more if it is felt it will support their learning as they approach the SATs.
6. Role of Parents / Carers
Parents need to discuss with their children the following questions:
· When is it a good time to do any homework?

· Where is the best place for homework to be done?
· What helps concentration?
· How long should my homework take me?
· Should I ask for help with my homework, even when it is finishing work started in class?
· Who should I ask for help and how much help should I expect?
It is vital that parents display a positive attitude to homework and value its importance. It is also
important for parents to recognise that it is the children’s responsibility to complete the work.
Parents need to listen to the child’s explanation of what they have to do and discuss the work their
child is doing and whether or not help is needed plus what form this might take.
If parents have any problems or questions about homework, they should, in the first instance, contact the child’s class teacher. If they wish to make a formal complaint about the school homework policy or the way it is implemented; parents should put their complaint in writing as stated in the Complaints Policy.
7. Pupils will Special Educational Needs
We set homework for all children as a normal part of school life. We ensure that all tasks set are appropriate to the ability of the child. If a child has special needs, we endeavour to adapt any task set so that all children can contribute in a positive way.
8. Monitoring Arrangements
This policy will be reviewed by the headteacher 2 years. At every review, the policy will be approved by the full governing board.
9. Links with Other Policies
This policy links with our policies on:
· Assessment and Marking
· Complaints
· SEND
· Curriculum

Humanities Curriculum Policy
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1. Intent
At Leicester Islamic Academy (LIA), we believe through the teaching of Humanities and following the programme of study outlined in the National Curriculum 2014, that we can engage children in the world around them, both locally and globally. It is our intention to enable children to develop transferable investigatory and practical problem-solving skills which will allow them to discover history and investigate geography and develop a deeper understanding of significant historical events and how they have impacted our lives and appreciate and understand the diversity of the natural and human world they live in. Our Humanities curriculum focuses on a progression of skills which we thrive for children to achieve by the end of Year 6. Our progression map shows that the aspects and strands within those are revisited repeatedly through a range of themes during pupils’ time in school to ensure the learning is embedded and skills are developed over the years.

2. Aims and Objectives
2.1. History
The national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils:
· Know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world
· Know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind
· Gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’
· Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses
· Understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed
· Gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales

2.2. Geography
The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils:
· Develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes
· Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time
· are competent in the geographical skills needed to:
· Collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes
· Interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)
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· Communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length

3. Teaching and Learning Foundation Stage
Humanities is taught through the ‘Understanding the World’ area of learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage. Children explore the world around them in the following aspects: ‘People and Communities’ and ‘The World’. Practitioners carefully plan learning through various activities including play. For more information, refer to the Early Years Foundation Stage Policy.

Key Stage One (KS1)
Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They should know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented.

Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness.

Key Stage Two (KS2)
Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity, differences and significance. They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They should develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge.

In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching the British, local and world history outlined below, teachers should combine overview and depth studies to help pupils understand both the long arc of development and the complexity of specific aspects of the content.

4. Differentiation and Additional Educational Needs
The study of Humanities will be planned to give pupils a suitable range of differentiated activities appropriate to their age and abilities. Tasks will be set which challenge all pupils, including those working at above expected levels. For pupils with SEN, the task will be adjusted or pupils may be

given extra support. The grouping of pupils for practical activities will take account of their strengths and weaknesses and ensure that all take an active part in the task and gain in confidence.
5. Breadth and Balance
Pupils will be involved in a variety of structured activities and in more open-ended investigative work such as:
· Activities to discover and develop good observational and fieldwork skills
· Practical activities using maps which develop pupils’ ability to read scales accurately
· Structured activities to develop understanding of a geographical concept and develop language
· Activities to sort, classify, question, report and look for similarities and differences
On some occasion’s pupils will carry out the whole investigative process themselves or in small
groups.
6. Assessment
Throughout the school, teachers will assess whether children are working at/above or below the expected level for their age based on their understanding and application of the content of the National Curriculum 2014.
In the Foundation Stage we assess children’s knowledge and understanding according to the EYFS Learning and Development Stages. In KS1 and KS2 we use a range of assessment materials to ensure that children are making appropriate progress, including assessment tasks.
Pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study. All staff strive to ensure that our children reach their full potential in Humanities and that they understand and enjoy their experiences. Children with special educational needs will be monitored by our SEN Co-Ordinator ensuring that these children follow the National Curriculum Programmes of Study through work schemes that promote the child’s development and self-esteem. Multi-Cultural links will be developed wherever possible in the teaching of this National Curriculum subject. Through the teaching of Humanities we are developing the schools Eco awareness and the global impact of this.
At LIA our assessments will:
· Be formative and summative
· Be used to inform the teacher for future planning
· Promote continuity and progression
· Form the basis for reporting to parents
· Be based on observation, participation and written outcomes
· Hearing the pupils voice about their ability and interests
· Moderation meetings which include book scrutiny – discussions / dialogs between teachers to understand class work
Progress and attainment will be reported to parents through parents’ evenings and end of year reports. Recording Children’s work will take many forms according to the nature of the activity such as Verbal, Pictorial, Diagrammatic, Graphical, Written, Symbolic, I.C.T. and Photographic

7. Cross-Curricular Links
Wherever possible Humanities work will be related to the real world and everyday examples will be used.
Humanities pervades every aspect of our lives and we will relate it to all areas of the curriculum. We will also ensure that pupils realise the positive contribution of both men and women to Humanities and the contribution from those of other cultures.
Teachers will seek to take advantage of opportunities to make cross-curricular links. They will plan for pupils to practice and apply the skills, knowledge and understanding acquired through Humanities lessons to other areas of the curriculum:
· Sharing strong links with Mathematics – taking measurements (length, conversion, timelines, etc.), data handling and presenting data in tables and using graphs and pie charts
· ICT - We recognise the important role computing skills must play in the development of Humanities skills. We also recognise the importance of being computer literate. Computing skills are used as much as possible to enhance teaching and learning of humanities and to give all children the opportunity to use computing to research, collect, analyse and present historical/geographical findings
· Science - shares a ‘natural’ link with Humanities and pupils should have every possible
opportunity to explore the science present in and around their school environment
· To bring in Literacy children should have the opportunity to research, learn and report verbal and written accounts about significant events and individuals from history and how their achievements have changed or impacted upon our lives
8. Continuity and Progression
Foundation Stage pupils investigate Humanities as part of Understanding of the World. Children are encouraged to investigate through practical experience; teachers guide the children and plan opportunities that allow the children to experience and learn whilst experimenting for themselves. By careful planning, pupils’ skills and knowledge gained at Key Stage 1 will be consolidated and developed during Key Stage 2.
At LIA we have developed a standardised investigation framework that children are introduced to in KS1 and become increasingly familiar with throughout KS2.
Pupils in Key Stage 1 will be introduced to Humanities through focused observations and explorations of the world around them. these will be further developed through supportive investigations into more independent work at Key Stage 2.
The knowledge and content prescribed in the National Curriculum will be introduced throughout both key stages in a progressive and coherent way.
9. Equal Opportunities
All children have equal access to the Humanities curriculum and its associated practical activities. The staff at LIA are responsible for ensuring that all children, irrespective of gender, learning ability, physical disability, ethnicity and social circumstances, have access to the whole curriculum and make the greatest possible progress. Where appropriate, work will be adapted to meet pupils’ needs and, if appropriate, extra support given. More able pupils will be given suitably challenging activities. Gender and cultural differences will be reflected positively in the teaching materials used.

10. Health and Safety
A simple risk assessment will be carried out for all practical activities any perceived hazards will be reported to the Subject Leader who will determine the appropriateness of said activity.
11. Role of the Subject Leader
· To review changes to the National Curriculum requirements and advise on their implementation
· Arrange and/or plan relevant CPD courses staff meetings to discuss the historical/geographical aspects of the themes contained in the school’s current scheme of work and how these might be presented in the classroom
· Carry out an annual audit of the school’s Humanities resources and operate an efficient storage
system for these resources to ensure that our children can learn effectively
· Collate ‘End of topic Assessments’ and ‘End of Key stage Assessments’ and set new priorities for
development of Humanities in subsequent years
· Monitor the learning and teaching in Humanities and provide support for staff when necessary
· Take a lead role in organizing Humanities Events in school in line with LIA and national initiatives
· Endeavour to involve parents/carers in their children’s learning
12. Resourcing
Specialist pieces of equipment and those posing a potential safety risk will be held centrally and staff access when required. Amongst others, LIA uses Plan Bee to aid in teaching. For effective teaching of Humanities, resources such as displays should also contain age and topic appropriate questions to challenge and develop their pupils’ scientific understanding.
13. Monitoring Arrangements
This policy will be reviewed by the headteacher every 3 years but can be revised earlier if required. At every review, the policy will be approved by the full governing board.
14. Links with Other Polices
This policy links with our:
· SEND Policy
· Assessment Policy
· Curriculum Policy
· Health and Safety Policy
· Early Years Foundation Stage Policy
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1. Intent
Mathematics equips pupils with the uniquely powerful set of tools to understand and change the world. It is a whole network of concepts and relationships which provide a way of viewing and making sense of the world around us. These tools include logical reasoning, problem solving skills and the ability to think in abstract ways. Mathematics is important in everyday life; it is used to analyse and communicate information and ideas and to tackle a range of practical tasks and real life problems. As it is an integral part of our daily lives, we endeavour to ensure that children develop a healthy and enthusiastic attitude towards mathematics that will stay with them.
2. Philosophy
The National Curriculum states that:
“Mathematics is a creative and highly inter-connected discipline that has been developed over centuries, providing the solution to some of history’s most intriguing problems. It is essential to everyday life, critical to science, technology and engineering, and necessary for financial literacy and most forms of employment. A high-quality mathematics education therefore provides a foundation for understanding the world, the ability to reason mathematically, an appreciation of the beauty and power of mathematics, and a sense of enjoyment and curiosity about the subject.”
At Leicester Islamic Academy we see Mathematics very much as a multi-discipline, cross curricular, interconnected subject which should encourage creativity. This philosophy sits well with our Holistic learning curriculum. As much revolves around the discussion about Mathematics between talk partners as it does around the completion of calculations. We want the children to see Mathematics as being relevant to their world and applicable to everyday life as well as being something that they will need as they move on through their school life and ultimately to the world of employment. To that end, a high-quality, inter-related and creative Mathematics experience should be one that develops the children’s ability to think mathematically and one which allows them to apply the tools to which they have been exposed in a variety of ways.
Following the introduction of the National Curriculum in 2014 the emphasis has been to ensure that all children:
· Become FLUENT
· REASON and EXPLAIN mathematically
· Can SOLVE PROBLEMS
This means that children need to be regularly exposed to opportunities involving increasingly complex problem solving which allows them to apply their Mathematics knowledge. In doing so they should be encouraged to develop an argument and line of enquiry which they can prove and justify using mathematical vocabulary. This includes the ability to break down problems, both routine and non-routine, into a series of steps.
3. Aims and Objectives
We want to teach Mathematics in a way that:
· Delivers Mathematics in line with National Curriculum guidelines
· Ensures the delivery of Mathematics is filled with cross curricular opportunities
· Creates a lively, exciting and stimulating environment in which the children can learn Mathematics

Page 1 of 6

· Promotes the concept that acquiring Mathematics knowledge and skills provides the foundation for understanding the world around the children
· Develops mental strategies
· Encourages children to use mathematical vocabulary to reason and explain
· Allows time for partner talk in order to stimulate and develop a curiosity for Mathematics
· Challenges children to stretch themselves and take risks in their learning
· Creates a sense of awe and wonder surrounding Mathematics; in guidance with our Ethos.
· Ensures children at all stages are secure in their understanding of number and number relationships

4. Teaching and Learning
This policy and the calculation processes have been developed according to the National Curriculum requirements 2014. The programmes of study set out within each domain in the National Curriculum will be used to ensure children get the learning experience that is required.
It is important that children are allowed to explore Mathematics and present their findings not only in a written form but also visually; to that end the school will adopt the CPA approach: concrete, pictorial, abstract. This will allow the children to experience the physical aspects of Mathematics before finding a way to present their findings and understandings in a visual form before relying on the abstract numbers.

All staff at LIA attend CPD that regularly has a Mathematics focus, which provide information on current thinking and introduces them to new teaching methodologies and ideas.
It is important that parents and carers are actively involved in the child/ children’s education. In order to help keep them informed of what is happening within school we shall run annual information sessions (e.g. SATs Parents workshop, EYFS presentation, Parents afternoons) which will look at current developments within the school, projects in which we are involved, new methodologies for delivering the teaching of Mathematics and also any new statutory changes such as curriculum or assessment/testing arrangements.

Foundation Stage
Mathematics within the EYFS is developed through purposeful, play based experiences and will be represented throughout the indoor and outdoor provision. The learning will be based on pupil’s interests and current themes and will focus on the expectations from Development Matters / Early Years Outcomes. Mathematical understanding can be developed through stories, songs, games, imaginative play, child-initiated learning and structured teaching. As pupils progress, they will be encouraged to record their mathematical thinking in a more formal way

Key Stage 1 (KS1):
The principal focus of mathematics teaching in key stage 1 is to ensure pupils develop confidence and mental fluency. The essential idea behind the mastery approach is that all children have a deep understanding so that future learning continues to build on solid foundations.

If the subject is represented using concrete materials, pictorial representations and abstract symbols, it will allow children to visualise maths in varied ways, see connections and to independently explore and investigate a topic. Practical activities and resources offer the children a deeper mathematical understanding of more complex concepts. Providing children with visual representations also offers a scaffold when developing a more robust understanding of maths.

Throughout Key Stage 1, it is important that children gain a secure knowledge of number and place value and become confident when using the four operations in both formal methods as well as problem solving where often the approach is not immediately evident.

Alongside number work, pupils begin to identify fractions using shapes, objects and quantities and make connections to equal sharing and grouping. Pupils are taught to count to ten in fractions, recognise equivalent fractions and develop their understanding of fractions on a number line. At this stage, pupils will also develop their ability to recognise, describe, draw, compare and sort different shapes.

Pupils have the opportunity to use a range of measures to describe and compare different quantities such as length, mass, capacity/volume, time and money and are expected to use related vocabulary for all topics. Other subjects may have strong links to some mathematics topics allowing cross-curricular teaching. For example, shape through art or computing, measures through science or coordinates in geography. This is to ensure we continually maximise learning opportunities for all pupils across an entire curriculum.

Key Stage 2 (KS2):
Lower Key Stage 2 – Years 3-4
The principal focus of mathematics teaching in lower Key Stage 2 is to ensure that pupils become increasingly fluent with whole numbers and the four operations, including number facts and the concept of place value.
This should ensure that pupils develop efficient written and mental methods and perform calculations accurately with increasingly large whole numbers. At this stage, pupils should develop their ability to solve a range of problems, including with simple fractions and decimal place value.

Teaching will also ensure that pupils draw with increasing accuracy and develop mathematical reasoning so they can analyse shapes and their properties, and confidently describe the relationships between them. It should ensure that they can use measuring instruments with accuracy and make connections between measure and number. By the end of Year 4, pupils should have memorised their multiplication tables up to and including the 12 multiplication table and show precision and fluency in their work.

Upper Key Stage 2 – Years 5-6
The principal focus of mathematics teaching in upper Key Stage 2 is to ensure that pupils extend their understanding of the number system and place value to include larger integers. This should develop the connections that pupils make between multiplication and division with fractions, decimals, percentages and ratio.
At this stage, pupils should develop their ability to solve a wider range of problems, including increasingly complex properties of numbers and arithmetic, and problems demanding efficient written and mental methods of calculation. With this foundation in arithmetic, pupils are introduced to the language of algebra as a means for solving a variety of problems.
Teaching in geometry and measures should consolidate and extend knowledge developed in number. Teaching should also ensure that pupils classify shapes with increasingly complex geometric properties and that they learn the vocabulary they need to describe them. By the end of Year 6, pupils should be fluent in written methods for all four operations, including long multiplication and division, and in working with fractions, decimals and percentages.

5. Differentiation and Additional Educational Needs
The study of mathematics will be planned to give pupils a suitable range of differentiated activities appropriate to their age and abilities. Tasks will be set which challenge all pupils, including those working at above expected level. For pupils with SEN the task will be adjusted or pupils may be given extra support. The grouping of pupils for practical activities will take account of their strengths and weaknesses and ensure that all take an active part in the task and gain in confidence.
6. Breadth and Balance
Pupils will be involved in a variety of structured activities and in more open-ended work. Teachers follow the children’s interest to ensure the children are engaged and the lessons are broad and balanced.
Teachers use a variety of approaches based on the teacher’s judgements and lessons are adapted to support children. In Mathematics, children are encouraged to take ownership, solve problems and develop their learning independently. Educational visits, visitors, and opportunities inside and outside the classroom are provided so children have first-hand experiences that support and develop their learning.
7. Assessment
Throughout the school, teachers will assess whether children are working at/above or below the expected level for their age based on their understanding and application of the content of the National Curriculum 2014.
In the Foundation Stage we assess children’s knowledge and understanding according to the EYFS Learning and Development Stages. In KS1 and KS2 we use a range of assessment materials to ensure that children are making appropriate progress, including assessment tasks. Pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the subject. All staff strive to ensure that our children reach their full potential in Mathematics and that they understand and enjoy their experiences. Children with special educational needs will be monitored by our SEN Co- ordinator ensuring that these children follow the National Curriculum Programmes of Study through work schemes that promote the child’s development and self-esteem.
At LIA our assessments will:
· Be formative and summative
· Be used to inform the teacher for future planning
· Promote continuity and progression
· Form the basis for reporting to parents
· Be based on observation, participation and written outcomes
· Hearing the pupils voice about their ability and interests
· Moderation meetings which include book scrutiny – discussions / dialogs between teachers to understand class work
Progress and attainment will be reported to parents through parents’ evenings and end of year reports. Recording Children’s work will take many forms according to the nature of the activity such as: Verbal, Pictorial, Diagrammatic, Graphical, Written, Symbolic, I.C.T. and Photographic

8. Cross-Curricular Links
Mathematics impacts every aspect of our lives and we will relate it to all areas of the curriculum. We will also ensure that pupils realise the range mathematics has within all areas of daily life and how this has been utilised throughout the ages in different ways.
At LIA we have developed a standardised framework that children are introduced to in KS1 and become increasingly familiar with throughout KS2. We plan topics in mathematics so they can build on prior learning. The knowledge and content prescribed in the National Curriculum will be introduced throughout both key stages in a progressive and coherent way.
Teachers will seek to take advantage of opportunities to make cross-curricular links. They will plan for pupils to practise and apply the skills, knowledge and understanding acquired through mathematics lessons to other areas of the curriculum:
· English – mathematics provides valuable opportunities to use verbal and communication skills to problem solve and explain mathematical concepts. Through discussions, pupils learn to justify their own views and articulate their ideas and compare to others.
· Science – pupils will have the opportunity to apply mathematical concepts and variables in science experiments.
· To bring in History children should will discover how mathematics was used throughout the ages such as in ancient Egypt and historic landmark constructions
9. Equal Opportunities
All children have equal access to the Mathematics curriculum and its associated practical activities. The staff at LIA are responsible for ensuring that all children, irrespective of gender, learning ability, physical disability, ethnicity and social circumstances, have access to the whole curriculum and make the greatest possible progress. Where appropriate, work will be adapted to meet pupils’ needs and, if appropriate, extra support given. More able pupils will be given suitably challenging activities. Gender and cultural differences will be reflected positively in the teaching materials used.
10. Role of the Subject Leader
· To review changes to the National Curriculum requirements and advise on their implementation.
· Arrange and/or plan relevant CPD courses staff meetings to discuss the scientific aspects of the themes contained in the school’s current scheme of work and how these might be presented in the classroom
· Carry out an annual audit of the school’s Mathematics resources and operate an efficient storage system for these resources to ensure that our children can learn effectively in and through Science
· Collate ‘End of topic Assessments’ and ‘End of Key stage Assessments’ and set new priorities for
development of Mathematics in subsequent years.
· Monitor the learning and teaching in mathematics and provide support for staff when necessary
· Take a lead role in organising mathematics events in school in line with LA and national initiatives.
· Endeavour to involve parents/carers in their children’s learning in and through mathemetics

11. Resourcing
Each classroom will be resourced with materials to support the delivery of Mathematics; such items might include number lines, multiplication tables, 100 squares, 2D and 3D shapes, multilink cubes, dice and other smaller items. Larger materials such as scales, trundle wheels and measuring cylinders will be held centrally in the store cupboard in the Resource Room.
Children should be encouraged to use whatever resources are available to them in the classroom and which they feel would be beneficial to help them when completing Mathematics work.
Each classroom should have a display dedicated to Mathematics; this could be in the form of a working wall, strategy board or problem-solving area.
12. Monitoring Arrangements
This policy will be reviewed by the headteacher every 3 years but can be revised earlier if required. At every review, the policy will be approved by the full governing board.
13. Links with Other Polices
This policy links with our:
· SEND Policy
· Assessment Policy
· Curriculum Policy
· Early Years Foundation Stage Policy
· Calculation Processes
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